PTO Notes from October, 13 2009
Fundraisers:

· Karns – Karns has started a new program called Fresh Rewards Program.  The program is similar to Giants A+ rewards program.  Families and friends of Holy Name of Jesus School are encouraged to stop into their local Karns and register.  Please be certain to indicate our school, HNJ as the benefactor of your points.   As of November 1, the PTO will be able to track our progress with this new program.
· Giant A+ Rewards Program – We are continuing to take advantage of this program.  The PTO is in progress of making sure our records are accurate.  We have to have everybody sign new forms to ensure that their bonus points are going to HNJ School.  Please take time to ensure your points are going to this school.  If not please sign up at your local Giant store.  Since the re-enrollment participation in this program is lagging.  The PTO is recruiting volunteers to help sign people up for this program at functions such as bingo.  So far this fundraiser has helped to buy new desks for the school.  Currently the 5th grade classrooms are almost complete!
· Target Stores – Use your Target credit card and earn money for your school.  Target contributes twice a year to Holy Name of Jesus School.
· Smart Money – The PTO is encouraging families of HNJ students to participate in this program.  Starting at the Fall Festival the PTO will start to actively educate parents on this program.  The PTO is trying to make this easy for parents by sending home order sheets in student folders.  Please look for them in the near future.  The PTO is also looking at ways to make incentives for people participating in this program.
· Restaurant Fundraisers – The PTO is attempting to make a monthly restaurant night to benefit HNJ School.  Restaurants that might be included are Outback, Texas Roadhouse, Friendly’s, and Red Robin.  Please look for more information in the future.  
· HNJ GALA – This event is HNJ’s biggest fundraiser.  The gala is scheduled for April 10, 2010 at the Sheraton.  Tickets are $85.  There will be a band, silent and live auctions and fun for everybody who attends.  The PTO is actively seeking corporate sponsors to ensure this Gala will be better than the ones before.  The PTO is pursuing the possibility of having babysitting available.  Parents are encouraged to attend this event.
· Terra Cycle – The PTO is looking into this recycling program.  Capri Suns, Kool – Aid pouches, and fruit drink pouches are worth money.  HNJ will earn two cents for every pouch collected.  The PTO is in the process of reviewing this program and if it will work for our school.  Please look for more information in the future.
VOLUNTEERS:  

· Homeroom Parents – The PTO is in the process of assigning homeroom parents.  More volunteers are still needed.
· Volunteer Clearances – Please get security clearances.  Parents need these in order to volunteer at the school.  The diocese has a link to help guide you through the process.  It is very important that this process is done in a timely manner to ensure your ability to volunteer at the school and at functions.
Technology: 
· PTO Link – The  PTO is in the process of putting a link to the PTO page on EDLINE. To make it easier for parents to view the website.
· PTO EMAIL - The PTO email system is in the process of being worked out.  Currently there are 120 names on the list.  There is a group email on Google.  Sent emails will go out to the administrator only and the administrator will forward those emails accordingly.  There is the ability to unsubscribe to these emails on the bottom of the page.
In The Works - 
· Comment box – The PTO is in the process of placing some sort of box in the connector for comments and suggestions.
· Air Conditioning – The PTO is investigating the possibility of using portable air conditioning in the rooms that do not currently have air conditioning.  Ceiling fans and stand alone units have been discussed.
Upcoming Events:

· The Fall Festival – To be held October 23, 2009 at 6:00pm.  Please bring non-perishable food donation.  Popcorn and cider will provided free of charge.  Several types of Chili, chicken corn noodle soup, Sub Sandwiches and baked goods available for purchase.  A live band will provide entertainment.  The Squires, The Advocacy group, and the Pro Life group will have tables at the events.  Baked goods still needed as well as volunteers to help run the event.
