PTO Meeting – Monday, April 6, 2009

President PTO: Jeff Hopp
Attendees : 

	Lisa Baughman
	Jeff Hopp

	Cheryl Bradford
	Carmen Lawrence

	Karen Brezitski
	Dr. Ann Marie Licata

	Debbie Cannon
	Terry Lowinski

	Jill D’Amico
	Franka Maerz

	Nychelle Hallock
	


 The following pertinent items/points were discussed:

I. The meeting started with a short note from our President, Jeff Hopp on the importance of time and how the PTO effectively uses that time to support our school and provide activities that benefit our children.  A short prayer was given by Dr. Licata 

II. The success of the 2009 Gala was discussed.

· The winner of the 50/50 raffle (Muligan-Huyen) donated the winning to the school.

· The basket and silent raffles were a big hit.

· The Hallock family won the education raffle for school year 2009-2010.

· There are approximately 277 families at HNJ and approximately 10% of the families came to the gala.  This was an increase in school families attending from the last year.  Some PTO attendees who were new to the Gala expressed that the event was "much better than expected and how nice it was that all ages and all levels of formalities were present".

· Some PTO members asked if there were pictures from the even that could be shared.  Dr. Licata will check with Jeff Wrabel.
III. There are two major fundraising events which the PTO heads:

· Currently happening - Annual Flower Sale.  Forms were sent home in the monthly bulletin packet.  Agway provides the flowers.  We are looking for volunteers to help with the sale and distribution - anyone who can help - please contact Jill.

· Kids Entertainment Books.  HNJ receives 50% of the sales.  It was recommended that we should have the books ready before school starts to assure that we are the first to market.

Note: In the HNJ web site, one can get to the fundraising information by 
going through the PTO link.
IV. Using email to communicate with the parents:

· Jeff is looking into a way that we can use the email information our families provide the school to keep them up to date with PTO news rather than send everything home in a paper copy.
V. Everyone present was very excited and supportive of starting the mentoring program.  This program matches an alumni family with a new HNJ family.  This provides a personal and friendly greeting to the new family and allows them to have someone to help hold their hand through the first introductory year at HNJ.
· Possibly tie the mentoring program into the homeroom parent program?
· Please send any ideas to Jeff.

VI. Mrs. Landis spent the last 1/2 hour giving an overview of Edline and how to use it effectively:

· HNJ school has a guideline that teachers need to log assignments and information at least once per week.

· Checking Edline needs to be part of both the teachers and parents' daily routine. 

· One can log in using a "favorite link", direct URL link or through the HNJ web site.  There was some concerns that going through HNJ web site gave an error message - - but one PTO member went in during the session and the problem seemed to have been fixed.

· A suggestion was brought up to have teachers attach all entries they log as assignments into the calendar.  This helps the parents see all assignments in one calendar view.

· The email provided in the edline web site is an effective way to communicate with the teachers directly.  All of the teachers have a HNJ email address and check their emails regularly.
· Each teacher uses Edline slightly differently, so talk with your child’s teacher if you have any problems or concerns.

VII. Increasing parent participation in the PTO:

· Next school year, there will be child care provided during PTO meetings.  Hopefully this will encourage more families to participate.

· If you have any ideas on other ways to encourage parent involvement in the PTO, please let Jeff know.
REMINDER:  Next meeting is Tuesday, May 5th in the Library.
Hope to see you all then!

